
      Florida 
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Division of Motorist Services 

 PROCEDURE 

 
VSTL-39 

 

SUBJECT: 
  

STATE-ASSIGNED VESSEL HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
 

DESCRIPTION AND USE: 
 
 THIS PROCEDURE IS PROVIDED TO ASSIST EMPLOYEES OF THE TAX COLLECTOR 
 OFFICES, LICENSE PLATE AGENTS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY 
           AND MOTOR VEHICLES IN ASSIGNING STATE VESSEL HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS.  
 

 
 I.  PROVISIONS OF LAW: 
 

  Title 33, Part 181, of the code of Federal Regulations mandates the unique identification on all 
pleasure craft vessel hulls to include a hull identification number.  Vessels, manufactured 
exclusively for commercial purposes are exempt from these federal requirements; however, the 
manufacturer of such commercial vessels may elect to assign 12-character hull identification 
numbers.  If they do not elect to do so, the state will assign the hull identification number. 

 
  Title 33, Part 181, of the code of Federal Regulations mandates that states assign a hull 

 identification number for those vessels that a person builds or imports for their own use and 
 not for the purposes of sale, such as homemade vessels. 

 
 Section 328.07(1), Florida Statutes, reads:  "No person shall operate on the waters of this state a 

vessel the construction of which began after October 31, 1972, for which the department has 
issued a certificate of title or which is required by law to be registered, unless the vessel displays 
the assigned hull identification number affixed by the manufacturer as required by the United 
States Coast Guard or by the department for a homemade vessel or other vessel for which a hull 
identification number is not required by the United States Coast Guard. The hull identification 
number must be carved, burned, stamped, embossed or otherwise permanently affixed to the 
outboard side of the transom or, if there is no transom, to the outermost starboard side at the end 
of the hull that bears the rudder or other steering mechanism, above the waterline of the vessel in 
such a way that alteration, removal, or replacement would be obvious and evident. The characters 
of the hull identification number must be no less than 12 in number and no less than one-fourth 
inch in height."  

   
 
 

Revision(s) to this procedure:  Statutory Review, added links to statutes, Historical Revisions section, IV. 
Hull Identification Number Format and Exhibit A.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

Immediately 

REVISION DATE 
 

09/26/18 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=11db1911e5aa0b8d6a6313d863d5b11b&mc=true&node=pt33.2.181&rgn=div5#sp33.2.181.a
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=11db1911e5aa0b8d6a6313d863d5b11b&mc=true&node=pt33.2.181&rgn=div5#sp33.2.181.a
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=328.07&URL=0300-0399/0328/Sections/0328.07.html
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  Section 328.07(2), Florida Statutes, reads:  "No person shall operate on the waters of this state a 

 vessel the construction of which was completed before November 1, 1972, for which the 
 department has issued a certificate of title or which is required by law to be registered, unless the 
 vessel displays a hull identification number.  The hull identification number shall be clearly 
 imprinted in the transom or on the hull by stamping, impressing or marking with pressure.  In 
 lieu of imprinting, the hull identification number may be displayed on a plate in a permanent 
 manner.  A vessel for which the manufacturer has provided no hull identification number or a 
 homemade vessel shall be assigned a hull identification number by the department which shall be 
 affixed to the vessel pursuant to this section." 

 
 II. ASSIGNING A STATE HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (HIN): 
 

 There are many unique situations when a state hull identification number (HIN) must be 
assigned, they are listed below: 

 
            A.         When a customer applies for a certificate of title on a vessel built prior to 1972 that does 

not have an existing hull identification number, the applicant must provide an affidavit 
stating that no hull identification number exists on the vessel. 

                B. When a customer submits a certificate of title for transfer with a hull identification 
number which has less than 12-characters, the model year is 1972 or newer or unknown, 
and the database reflects the FL number with no spaces, this indicates that the hull 
identification number is duplicated with other vessel hull numbers in the database.   

 
Using Form HSMV 87183, Certification of Vessel Hull Identification Number, the 
applicant must provide either a pencil tracing of the hull number or, if the model 
year is prior to 1972, a pencil tracing is not required. 

 
C. If the vessel was built prior to November 1, 1972, it is not required to have a 12-digit 
 properly formatted HIN number.  However, if the number is duplicated in the Division of 

Motorist Services (DMS) database, a number may be assigned. 
D. When a vessel is homemade and a vessel inspection has been performed on the vessel by 
 the Florida Department of Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the DMS
 database will assign the hull number upon application for certificate of title by the 
 applicant.  For instructions on homemade vessels, see DMS Procedure VSTL-09. 
E.  Some vessels are not required to have a 12-digit hull identification number: 

• vessels built exclusively for commercial purposes  
• vessels manufactured in another country 
• vessels used for commercial purpose and have weight of 5 net tons or more 
• vessels built specifically for the U.S. Navy 
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=328.07&URL=0300-0399/0328/Sections/0328.07.html
http://www3.flhsmv.gov/DMV/Proc/VES/VSTL-09.PDF
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F.   In the following cases, the tax collector’s office should issue a state-assigned hull 
 identification  number and advise the customer how to place it on the vessel.: 
 

• If vessel has been documented with the Coast Guard and is now being titled and 
registered in Florida 

• If the hull ID number is not properly formatted or does not exist 
 

III. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 
 

  A. To create a state-assigned number when the model year is "unknown,” you should enter  
  "00" as the last two digits for the model year.  The system will prefill the vessel original  
  title or registration screen with the HIN number.  When the  maintenance of vehicle  
  screen requires a model year, place an "X" in the "UNKNOWN" block.  The system 

will automatically prefill the model year with 0000, which will print on the title and 
registration certificate. 

B. When assigning an FLZ (Florida-assigned hull identification number) to a vessel, due to a 
duplicate HIN number in the system, insure it is not the same vessel and that the vessel 
owner is applying for a transfer rather than an original title. 

C. It is the customer's responsibility to have the hull identification number clearly imprinted 
in the transom or on the hull by stamping, impressing or marking with pressure.  Or, the 
hull identification number may be displayed on a plate in a permanent manner.   

 
 

IV. HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER FORMAT (See Exhibit A-New format)  
 

A. Per code of Federal Regulations, hull identification numbers required by §181.23 must consist 
of twelve characters, uninterrupted by slashes, hyphens or spaces, as follows:  

 

1. The first three characters must be a manufacturer identification code assigned under 
§181.31(a) or the importer designation assigned under §181.31(b).  

2. Characters four through eight must be a serial number assigned by the manufacturer in 
letters of the English alphabet, or Arabic numerals, or both, except the letters I, O and Q.  

3. Characters nine and ten must indicate the month and year of certification when a date of 
certification is required. In all other cases, characters nine and ten must indicate the date 
of manufacture. The date indicated can be no earlier than the date construction or 
assembly began and no later than the date the boat leaves the place of manufacture or 
assembly or is imported into the United States for the purposes of sale. Character nine 
must be indicated using letters of the English alphabet. The first month of the year, 
January, must be designated by the letter “A”, the second month, February, by the letter 
“B”, and so on until the last month of the year, December. Character ten must be the last 
digit of the year of manufacture or certification and must be an Arabic numeral.  

4. Characters eleven and twelve must indicate the model year using Arabic numerals for the 
last two numbers of the model year such as “82” for 1982 and “83” for 1983. 

 

Historical Re-visions:  
 

2/7/14 Clarified on page 2 when the license plate agency should assign a hull identification number. 
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