
      Florida 
Department of Highway Safety 

and Motor Vehicles 

Division of Motorist Services 
 PROCEDURE 

 
VSTL-24 

 

SUBJECT: 
 

 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A VESSEL 
 PURCHASED IN A UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SALE 

 
DESCRIPTION AND USE: 
 

THIS PROCEDURE PROVIDES INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSIST TAX 
COLLECTOR EMPLOYEES, LICENSE PLATE AGENCY EMPLOYEES, AND THE DEPARTMENT  
OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES IN OBTAINING PROPER DOCUMENTATION TO 
ISSUE A CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR VESSELS PURCHASED AT UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT SALES. 

 

 I. PROVISIONS OF LAW: 
 

 Section 328.01, Florida Statutes, provides for the titling of vessels previously titled in Florida or 
in a foreign state.  Vessels previously owned by the federal government will be titled to the 
purchaser under the provisions of this section. 

 

 II. DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

A. If the vessel was purchased at a U.S. Government sale, the following documents must be 
submitted to the tax collector's office to be screened for completeness and  accuracy: 

 

1. A bill of sale properly executed from the U.S. Government to a Government 
Liquidation Company showing a complete description of the vessel including the 
date of sale (See Exhibit C).   
 

  2. The Government Liquidation Company must provide a completed form 
“Certification of Build and Quasi title to Vessel” and a bill of sale to the 
new purchaser (See Exhibits D and E).    
 

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

3.         A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
 Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of 
 Title and/or Registration, accurately completed by the purchaser(s). 
 

 4. Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 
form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 
 

5. The Florida registration number transferred to or issued for the vessel or a non-
 use affidavit. 

 

6. Title fees. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Revision(s) to this procedure: Revised requirements on page 2 when a vessel has been seized by law 

 enforcement and ultimately resold. 
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  B. If the vessel has been seized by an agent as a result of a law enforcement operation, the  
   following documents must be submitted: 

 
1. A copy of the Federal Court Order of Forfeiture or a Declaration of Forfeiture. 
 

2. A bill of sale properly executed from the U.S. Government showing a 
complete description of the vessel including the date of sale and a selling 
price.   
 

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

  3. A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
 Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of 
 Title and/or Registration, accurately completed by the purchaser(s). 
 

 4. Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 
form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 
 

5. The Florida registration number transferred to or issued for the vessel or a non-
 use affidavit. 

 
 

6. Title fees. 
 

NOTE:  When an individual purchases a vessel at a government sale, they must have a   
certificate of title issued in their name prior to reselling the vessel.    

 
  C. When a vessel has been seized by the Internal Revenue Service due to non-payment of  
   taxes, the following documents must be submitted: 

 

   1. A form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property, issued from the Internal  
    Revenue Service, accurately completed by an authorized agent for the Internal  
    Revenue Service to the purchaser (See Exhibit E). 
 

 

 2. A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title 
and/or Registration, accurately completed by the applicant(s). 

 

 3. Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 
form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 
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 4. Lien satisfaction(s) for any lien(s), as shown on the vessel records of this or any 
other state, and for any lien(s) listed on the reverse side of the form 2435, 
Certificate of Sale of Seized Property, if applicable. 

 

5. The Florida registration number transferred to or issued for the vessel or a non-
 use affidavit. 

 

6. Title fees. 
    

 III. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 
 

  A. When a vessel is purchased from a U.S. Government sale by an individual, they must 
establish title in their name before reselling the vessel.  However, a dealer may resell the 
vessel without establishing a title in the name of the dealership. 
 

B. A purchase money lien (money used to buy the vessel) is not released by a Certificate 
of Sale of Seized Property.  Seizure of a vessel by the IRS does not relinquish the owner's 
responsibility of paying off the lien. 

 

 C. A documentation check list is attached to this procedure as Exhibit A. 
 

D. Definitions are attached as Exhibit B. 
 

E. A sample of a bill of sale from the U.S. Government is attached to this procedure as 
Exhibit C. 

 

F.  A sample of a Certification of Build and Quasi Title to Vessel is attached to this 
Procedure as Exhibit D. 

 

G.        A sample of a bill of sale from the Government Liquidation is attached to this procedure 
as Exhibit E. 

 

H.        A sample of a form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property is attached to this 
Procedure as Exhibit F. 

 

I. See Forms Appendix for a sample of the HSMV forms referred to in this procedure. 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

US GOVERNMENT SALE CHECK LIST 
 

(VESSELS SOLD BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT) 
 
 
FLORIDA RECORD     OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
 
  HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041     HSMV 82040 or 82041 
 

A bill of sale properly executed from the U.S. Government to a Government Liquidation 
Company showing a complete description of the vessel including date of sale 
(See Exhibit C).  

 

             The Government Liquidation Company must provide a completed form “Certification of 
Build and Quasi Title to Vessel” and a bill of sale to the new purchaser (See Exhibits D and E). 

 

  NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 
  Florida sales tax or specify sales tax information on forms HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041. 
 
  Florida registration number or non-use affidavit. 
 
  Title fees. 
 
 

(VESSELS SEIZED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT) 
 

When a vessel is seized by law enforcement, the following documents must be submitted: 
 
FLORIDA RECORD     OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
 
  HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041     HSMV 82040 or 82041 
 
       A bill of sale properly executed from the U.S. Government showing a complete description 
  of the vessel including the date of sale and a selling price.  

 
  One of the following forfeiture documents: 
 
   A copy of the Federal Court Order of Forfeiture. 
 
  or, 
 
   A copy of the Declaration of Forfeiture. 
 
  NOTE:  Lien satisfactions are not required on forfeitures. 
 
  Florida sales tax or specify sales tax information on forms HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041. 
 
  Florida registration number or non-use affidavit. 
 
  Title fees. 
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EXHIBIT A (page 2, cont.) 
 
 

(SEIZED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE) 
 
When a vessel is seized by the Internal Revenue Service, the following documents must be submitted: 
 
 
FLORIDA RECORD     OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
 
  HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041     HSMV 82040 or 82041 
 
  Form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property. 
 
  Lien satisfaction(s), if applicable. 
 
  Florida sales tax or specify sales tax information on forms HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041. 
 
  Florida registration number or non-use affidavit. 
 
  Title fees. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 
 

 
CONFISCATE      To seize by authority for the public treasury, usually 
        as a penalty. 
 
 
SEIZURE       The act of taking by warrant. 
 
 
DECLARATION OF FORFEITURE   A statement completed by a Federal law 

enforcement agency, declaring that a vessel has 
been seized under a specific Federal Statute.  This 
statement must cite the applicable Federal Statute 
and state that a Federal Court Order of Forfeiture is 
not required. 

 
 
FEDERAL COURT ORDER OF FORFEITURE  An order issued in a Federal Court, directing 

that a confiscated vessel be forfeited for the use and 
benefit of, or to be sold by a Federal law 
enforcement agency. 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

BILL OF SALE  
 
SMALL CRAFT 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (hereinafter referred to as "Seller''), Represented by the 
Sales Contracting Officer, Defense Reutilization and Marketing Service (DRMS), acting on behalf of 
the United States, sole owner of the small craft sold as it Number 10, Sale Number DO 139, under 
DRMS Sales Contract 990001, for consideration of S 2,755.74 paid by  _________  
 ____________________________  (hereinafter referred to as the "Buyer”), receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged, has sold said small craft and does hereby transfer all 
right, title and interest to said Buyer,   ____________________________________________ year 
1967, hull # TRB5. DTID 11N0017A3301A001 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the seller has executed this instrument at Battle Creek, M I  t h i s  2 2  
d a y  o f   A p r i l  _ _ _ , 2004. 

UNITED STATE OF AMERICA                         
BY: 

SALES CONTRACTING OFFICER 

STATE OF  MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF    CALHOUN 

BE IT KNOWN, that on this  22  day of  April___________________, 2004, 
 _____________________________  Sales Contracting 0fficer, Defense Reutilization and 
 Marketing Service, pers6nally appeared before me, and acknowledged the within 
 instrument to be (his/her) free act and deed. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my h and seal this 22nd 

Day of            April _________, 2004 
,  

 

TWYLA M. ZINK 
NOTARY PUBLIC CALHOUN COUNTY MI 
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EXHIBIT D 
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EXHIBIT E 
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  EXHIBIT F 
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  EXHIBIT F (page 2, cont.) 
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  EXHIBIT F (page 3, cont.) 
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