
      Florida 
Department of Highway Safety 

and Motor Vehicles 

Division of Motorist Services 
 PROCEDURE 
 

TL-15 
 

SUBJECT: 

  APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A MOTOR 
   VEHICLE PURCHASED AT A U.S. GOVERNMENT SALE 
 

DESCRIPTION AND USE:   
 

THIS PROCEDURE PROVIDES INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSIST TAX 
COLLECTOR EMPLOYEES, LICENSE PLATE AGENCY EMPLOYEES, AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES IN OBTAINING 
PROPER DOCUMENTATION TO ISSUE A CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A MOTOR 
VEHICLE PURCHASED AT A U.S. GOVERNMENT SALE. 

 

 I. PROVISIONS OF LAW: 
   

 Section 319.23, Florida Statutes, provides for the titling of motor vehicles previously titled in 
Florida or in a foreign state.  Motor vehicles previously owned by the federal government will be 
titled to the purchaser under the provisions of this section. 

 
   

 II. DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

A. If the motor vehicle was purchased at a U. S. Government sale, the following documents 
must be submitted to the tax collector's office to be screened for completeness and 
accuracy: 
   

1. Standard Form 97, U.S. Government Certificate of Release of a Motor Vehicle (U.S. 
Government Bill of Sale), which contains a description of the motor vehicle including 
the make, year and vehicle identification number, accurately completed for transfer to 
the purchaser(s). 

 
 

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

   

 2. A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title 
and/or Registration, accurately completed by the applicant(s). 

 
 

 3. If the motor vehicle is not currently titled in Florida, a form HSMV 82042, 
Vehicle Identification Number and Odometer Verification, accurately completed 
by the applicant(s) with the vehicle identification number verified by one of the 
four officials shown on the lower portion of the form. 

   

 Form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, may be used in lieu of the above listed form. 

 
 or,  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Revision(s) to this Procedure:  Added C on page 5 regarding the odometer disclosure statement.  
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An affidavit from the seller(s) and the purchaser(s) verifying that the vehicle 
identification number shown on the affidavit is identical to the vehicle 
identification number shown on the motor vehicle. 
 

   

 Verification is not required on any mobile home; any trailer or semi-trailer with a 
net weight of less than 2,000 pounds; or any travel trailer, camping trailer, truck 
camper, or fifth-wheel recreation trailer.  

 
4.         Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 

form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 

5. The Florida license plate number transferred to or purchased for the motor vehicle 
or a non-use affidavit.  The mobile home decal number purchased for or the RP 
decal transferred to or purchased for the mobile home.  A non-use affidavit is not 
acceptable for mobile homes. 

     

6. Title fees. 
 
 

NOTE:  Standard Form 97 U.S. Government Certificate of Release of a Motor Vehicle is a 
negotiable instrument and can be reassigned by a licensed motor vehicle dealer in the 
ordinary course of business.  When a licensed dealer has purchased a motor vehicle at a 
U.S. Government sale and was issued a Standard Form 97, he can resell the motor 
vehicle without establishing a certificate of title in the name of the dealership.  
However, an individual who purchases a motor vehicle at a government sale must have 
a certificate of title issued in their name prior to reselling the motor vehicle. 

   

 B. If the motor vehicle has been seized by an agent as a result of a law enforcement 
operation, the following documents must be submitted: 

   

1. A copy of the Federal Court Order of Forfeiture or a Declaration of Forfeiture. 
 

   

2. Standard Form 97, U.S. Government Certificate of Release of Motor Vehicle 
(U.S. Government Bill of Sale) which contains a description of the motor vehicle 
including the year, make and motor vehicle identification number, accurately 
completed for transfer to the purchaser(s). 

 
 

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

 

 3. A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title 
and/or Registration, accurately completed by the applicant(s). 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE # 
TL-15-02 

REVISION DATE 
 

08/12/02 
 



STATE OF FLORIDA 
Division of Motorist Services 

PROCEDURE # 

 
TL-15 

SUBJECT: 

  APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A MOTOR 
   VEHICLE PURCHASED AT A U.S. GOVERNMENT SALE 

 
 

4. If the motor vehicle is not currently titled in Florida, a form HSMV 82042, 
Vehicle Identification Number and Odometer Verification, accurately completed 
by the applicant(s) with the vehicle identification number verified by one of the 
four officials shown on the lower portion of the form.  

 
Form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, may be used in lieu of the above listed form. 

 

or,      
                                                                  
An affidavit from the seller(s) and the purchaser(s) verifying that the vehicle 
identification number shown on the affidavit is identical to the vehicle 
identification number shown on the motor vehicle. 

   
Verification is not required on any mobile home; any trailer or semi-trailer with a 
net weight of less than 2,000 pounds; or any travel trailer, camping trailer, truck 
camper, or fifth-wheel recreation trailer. 

 

 5. Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 
form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 

   

 6. The Florida license plate number transferred to or purchased for the motor vehicle 
or a non-use affidavit.  The mobile home decal number purchased for or the RP 
decal transferred to or purchased for the mobile home.  A non-use affidavit is not 
acceptable for mobile homes. 
   

 7. Title fees. 
   

NOTE:  Standard Form 97 U.S. Government Certificate of Release of a Motor Vehicle is a 
negotiable instrument and can be reassigned by a licensed motor vehicle dealer in the 
ordinary course of business.  When a licensed dealer has purchased a motor vehicle at a 
U.S. Government sale and was issued a Standard Form 97, he can resell the motor 
vehicle without establishing a certificate of title in the name of the dealership.  
However, an individual who purchases a motor vehicle at a government sale must have 
a certificate of title issued in their name prior to reselling the motor vehicle. 

   
 C. If a motor vehicle or mobile home has been seized by the Internal Revenue Service due to 

non-payment of taxes, the following documents must be submitted: 
   

 1. A form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property, issued from the Internal 
Revenue Service, accurately completed by an authorized agent for the Internal 
Revenue Service, to the purchaser. 
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2. A form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, or HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title 
and/or Registration, accurately completed by the applicant(s). 

 

 3. If the motor vehicle is not currently titled in Florida, a form HSMV 82042, 
Vehicle Identification Number and Odometer Verification, accurately completed 
by the applicant(s) with the vehicle identification number verified by one of the 
four officials shown on the lower portion of the form. 

   

Form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without 
Registration, may be used in lieu of the above listed form. 
 
or,  
 

   

 An affidavit from the seller(s) and the purchaser(s) verifying that the vehicle 
identification number shown on the affidavit is identical to the vehicle 
identification number shown on the motor vehicle. 

   

 Verification is not required on any mobile home; any trailer or semi-trailer with a 
net weight of less than 2,000 pounds; or any travel trailer, camping trailer, truck 
camper, or fifth-wheel recreation trailer. 

 
 4. Lien satisfaction(s) for any lien(s), as shown on the motor vehicle records of this 

or any other state, and for any lien(s) listed on the reverse side of the form 2435, 
Certificate of Sale of Seized Property, if applicable. 

 

NOTE:  A purchase money lien (money used to buy the motor vehicle) is not released by a 
Certificate of Sale of Seized Property.  Seizure of a motor vehicle by the IRS does not 
relinquish the owner's responsibility of paying off the lien. 

 

 5. Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on an accurately completed 
form HSMV 82040, Application for Certificate of Title with/without Registration, 
or form HSMV 82041, Application for Vehicle/Vessel Certificate of Title and/or 
Registration. 

     

 6. The Florida license plate number transferred to or purchased for the motor vehicle 
or a non-use affidavit.  The mobile home decal number purchased for or the RP 
decal transferred to or purchased for the mobile home.  A non-use affidavit is not 
acceptable for mobile homes. 

 
 7. Title fees. 
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SUBJECT: 

                        APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A MOTOR 
   VEHICLE PURCHASED AT A U.S. GOVERNMENT SALE 
 

III. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 
   

A. Standard Form 97 is considered the equivalent of a certificate of title or MCO.  If a dealer 
purchases a motor vehicle at a U.S. Government Sale and is issued a Standard Form 97, 
the dealer does not have to take title to the motor vehicle.  Standard Form 97 can be 
reassigned from dealer to dealer until it is purchased by an individual. 

 
 If there is a Florida title record on the Division of Motorist Services database, the same 

certificate of title number must be used. 
 

B. The $10.00 Non-game Wildlife fee is not required on an application for certificate of title 
supported by a Standard Form 97.   

 
C. The Odometer Disclosure Statement on the Standard Form 97 should show the 

printed name of the governmental agency that is selling the vehicle and not an 
individual’s name.  However, the authorized agent signing for the agency must sign 
and print their name in the appropriate area.     

 
 

D.       A documentation check list is attached to this procedure as Exhibit A. 
  
 

 E. A Definitions page is attached as Exhibit B. 
 
 F. A sample of a Standard Form 97, is attached to this procedure as Exhibit C. 
 

G. A sample of a form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property, is attached to this 
procedure as Exhibit D. 

   
 

H. See Forms Appendix for a sample of the HSMV forms referred to in this procedure. 
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EXHIBIT A 
   

U.S. GOVERNMENT SALE CHECK LIST 
   

(VEHICLES SOLD BY THE U. S. GOVERNMENT) 
 
FLORIDA RECORD   OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
   

_______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041               _______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041 
   

   _______ HSMV 82042, or the VIN   
     Verification section on the form  
     HSMV 82040. 
   

_______ Standard Form 97, U.S. Government Certificate of Release of a Motor Vehicle (U.S. 
Government Bill of Sale) for motor vehicles owned and being sold by the federal government. 

   

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

_______ Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on form HSMV 82040 or 82041. 
 

_______ Florida license plate number or a non-use affidavit or mobile home decal or RP decal. 
   
_______ Title fees. 
 
 

(VEHICLES SEIZED BY THE U. S. GOVERNMENT) 
 
If the motor vehicle or mobile home was seized by law enforcement, the following documents must be 
submitted: 
   

FLORIDA RECORD   OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
   
_______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041               _______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041 
   

   _______ HSMV 82042, or the VIN   
     Verification section on the form  
     HSMV 82040. 
   

_______ Standard Form 97, U.S. Government Certificate of Release of a Motor Vehicle (U.S. 
Government Bill of Sale) for motor vehicles owned and being sold by the federal government. 

   

_______ One of the following forfeiture documents: 
 

  _______ A copy of the Federal Court Order of Forfeiture, 
   

   Or 
   

 _______ A copy of the Declaration of Forfeiture. 
 

NOTE:  A lien satisfaction(s) is NOT required. 
 

_______ Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on form HSMV 82040 or 82041. 
 

_______ Florida license plate number or a non-use affidavit or mobile home decal or RP decal. 
  

_______ Title fees. 
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EXHIBIT A (page 2, cont.) 
   
 

(SEIZED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE) 
 
If the motor vehicle or mobile home was seized by the Internal Revenue Service, the following must be 
submitted: 
 
FLORIDA RECORD   OUT-OF-STATE RECORD 
   
_______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041               _______ HSMV 82040 or HSMV 82041 
   
   _______ HSMV 82042, or the VIN   
     Verification section on the form  
     HSMV 82040. 
   
_______ Form 2435, Certificate of Sale of Seized Property 
 
_______ Lien satisfaction(s), if applicable. 
 
_______ Florida sales tax or specify the sales tax information on form HSMV 82040 or 82041. 
 
_______ Florida license plate number or a non-use affidavit or mobile home decal or RP decal. 
   
_______ Title fees. 
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EXHIBIT B 

   
DEFINITIONS 

   
   
   
CONFISCATE: To seize by authority for the public treasury, usually as a penalty. 
   
SEIZURE: The act of taking by warrant. 
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EXHIBIT C 
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EXHIBIT D 
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EXHIBIT D (page 2, cont.) 
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EXHIBIT D (page 3, cont.) 
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